TEACHING   IN   THE   INFANTS5   SCHOOL

The Influence of Froebel

Many years before the passing of the 1870 Act,
Frederick Froebel (1782-1852) was engaged in a study
of education from which finally emerged his idea of the
Kindergarten, a first school for little children, where
in home-like conditions they should be free to give
expression to their spontaneous play activities. The
development of the Kindergarten idea led to tfye train-
ing of women as teachers of young children. After
FroebePs death this band of enthusiastic Froebelian
teachers travelled far and wide to lecture upon the
principles and practice of their great master.

In England, and particularly in the great towns,
courses of lectures were held, which were attended by
Infants' School teachers. Inspired by what they heard
of FroebePs ideas, they attempted to put them into
practice in their own^schools, often, it must be admitted,
with disastrous results, for the essence of FroebePs
teaching is that little children shall live in a condition
of reasonable freedom, in close touch with Nature, and
shall spend their days in various kinds of self-directed
activity under the gjuidance of an enlightened teacher.

This conception could not be applied in our barracks-
like Infants* Schools, with their classes of sixty or more
childrfen. So the "Kindergarten" became, in fact, a
"subject" on the time-table, instead of a place in which
children could grow and develop like healthy, plants in
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